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Synopsis

No one knows what happened that morning at River Point. Five boys went hunting. Four came
back. The boys won’t say who fired the shot that killed their friend, Grant; the evidence shows it
could have been any one of them. Kate Marino’s senior year internship at the District Attorney’s
Office isn’t exactly glamorous-more like an excuse to leave school early that looks good on college
applications. Then the DA hands her boss, Mr. Stone, the biggest case her small town of Belle Terre
has ever seen. The River Point Boys are all anyone can talk about. Despite their damning
toxicology reports the morning of the accident, the DA wants the boys’ case swept under the rug. He
owes his political office to their powerful families.Kate won't let that happen. Digging up secrets
without revealing her own is a dangerous line to walk; Kate has personal reasons for seeking justice
for Grant. As she investigates with Stone-the aging prosecutor relying on Kate to see and hear what
he cannot-she realizes that nothing about the case-or the boys-is what it seems. Grant wasn’t who
she thought he was, and neither is Stone’s prime suspect. As Kate gets dangerously close to the
truth, it becomes clear that the early morning accident might not have been an accident at all-and if

Kate doesn’t uncover the true killer, more than one life could be on the line including her own.

Customer Reviews

Gr 8 Upa "Kate Marino is shocked to learn that Grant Perkins is dead. She and Grant had been
texting for months, and Kate had revealed things about herself that she hadn’t told anyone, ever. So
when her mother’s boss gets assigned to the murder investigation, Kate uses her after-school job at
the district attorney’s office to look into the case. The worst part? One of Grant’s best friends is his
killer, but none of their other friends are talking. As Kate begins to uncover the schism driving the
boys apart, she learns a distressing truth from Grant’s best friend, Shep, that completely unravels
everything she thought she knew, and the more her investigation deepens, the more dangerous it
becomes. Will she be able to learn the truth in time? With this gripping novel, Elston has created an
accessible legal thriller for a teenage audience. Kate is a very appealing and recognizable
character: smart, funny, and strong. Refusing to be paralyzed by her emotions, she feels compelled
to do something about injustice and tries to turn her grief into positive momentum. Readers will most
likely be shocked and surprised right along with Kate as they, too, follow the many twists and turns
of Grant’s murder case. VERDICT Highly recommended for young adult collections in public and

school libraries.a "Ryan P. Donovan, Southborough Public Library, MA

"The plot build cleverly, interspersed with text messages, mistaken identities, whiffs of political



corruption, and mysterious narrations from someone who knows what happened... impossible to put
down."a <Booklist"The narrative feels ripped from the headlines, a contemporary cautionary tale with
enough wrinkles to make all four boys seem like likely suspects... Kate’s efforts to solve the case
highlight the duality of the human soul, the ways technology can twist the truth, and the difficulty of

knowing who to trust."a *Publishers Weekly
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